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Here we come with the second issue of our newsletter,
which will keep us company until the beginning of
Solferino events. June 23rd - when the “Youth on the
move” opening ceremony will start the biggest Red Cross
Red Crescent event in history - is now less than 3 weeks

away. Are you ready?

Bird's eye view of the Humanitarian Village
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Waiting for Solferino!

Less than three weeks before the
beginning of Solferino 2009
events. Are you ready to partici-
pate in this unforgettable moment
in the history of our Movement?
Logistic preparations for the
setting up of the camp, which will
extend for 200.000 square
meters, are going on fast: thou-
sands of volunteers and staff
confirmed their participation to
the Humanitarian Village and
more than 500 youth from over
150 National Societies will partici-
pate in the “Youth on the Move”.
The programme of the Humani-
tarian Village, full of events such
as trainings, simulations,

roundtables, discussion forums,
guided tours, sports competi-
tions, role games and leisure
activities, is now finalized. Regis-
trations to the activities can be
made directly on site. Don’t
miss your chance to meet volun-
teers from other National Societ-
ies, put yourself to the test, learn
and share!

The activities of the Humanitar-
ian Village

All programme details for the
five-day-long Humanitarian
Village have been confirmed.
Tens of activities, trainings, round
table meetings, leisure activities,
presentations and concerts will
run every day from the morning to
the night.

This is an overview of the activi-
ties which will take place during
the events:

Raid Cross (24, 25, 26, 27 June.
10.30-12/14.30-16.30);

Tracing Game (25, 26, 27 June.
9.00-18.00);

ERU Trainings (Emergency
Response Units) (24, 25 June. 28
trainings per day);

ERU simulation (26 June);
Sphere project presentation
(www.sphereproject.org) (24, 25,
27 June. 2 sessions per day);
Round table meetings and
discussion forums (24, 25, 26
June. 18.00-19.00);

Roundtable Rome Consensus
(www.romeconsensus.net) (27

June. 9.30-11.00);

Roundtable on sexual orienta-
tion and discrimination (27
June. 11.00-12.30);

International Federation Refer -
ence Centre for Psychosocial
Support (PSA and supporting
communication: 24 June. 15.00-

16.00; stress  management
among volunteers. 25 June.
11.00-12.00);

Workshops organized by the
French Red Cross: 25 (4), 26
(9), 27 June (9);

Leisure activities (22 June:
guided tour to Mantova e Te
Palace; 23-24-25 June: Bike ride
to local villages in the area (9.00-
13.00), 23-24-25 June: sports
competitions (17.00);

Musical events (21 June: Ghidi
Soul Blues Band; 22 June: | di'n
del Nas; 23 June: Sine Frontera;
24 June: Home Rock; 25 June:
musical evening; 26 June: con-
cert in Castiglione delle Stiv-
iere);

Running race from Castiglione
to Solferino (27 June, 18.00);
Fiaccolata (27 June, 19.00).

Italian Development Coopera-
tion

As an essential part of Italian
foreign affairs, Italian Develop-
ment Cooperation with develop -
ing countries contributes to UN
efforts to combat poverty all over
the world; and to help developing
countries to strengthen their insti-
tutions in terms of ‘good gover-
nance’, in respect of human
rights and democratic participa-
tion to economic development —
with no discriminations within
social and gender actors.

Main partners of Italian Coopera-
tion are local and central adminis-
trations, universities, interna-
tional organisations, non gov-
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ernmental organisations and
private enterprises.

Italian Development Cooperation
is one of the official partners of
Solferino 2009 commemorations.
It contributed to the events by
donating 30 tents, which have
been set up in the Humanitarian
Village.

For further information, go to
http://www.cooperazioneallosvilu
ppo.esteri.it/pdgcs/inglese/intro.h
tml

Italian Development Cooperation logo on donated tents

The Rome Consensus

The Rome Consensus commits
119 National Societies of Red
Cross and Red Crescent to
promote, develop and implement
a humanitarian approach to the
world’s drug crisis. The Rome
Consensus is chaired by the
Italian Red Cross and the Inter-
national Council on Security
and Development.

Drugs are a global issue with
devastating effects on health,
human rights and the social well-
being of entire communities.
Drugs are a humanitarian disas-
ter that affects the most vulner-
able people.

The Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Movement understands the
humanitarian and public health
aspects of the drug issue. The
Movement can mobilise its power
of humanity to protect and speak
for those at risk from drugs.

The Rome Consensus is a

unique opportunity to establish a
new commitment to a humanitar-
ilan drug policy based on reason
and compassion that generates
action, free from ideology, force,
stigmatization and discrimination.
The Rome Consensus team is
there to assist NS who want to
mobilise on the drug issue. The
Consensus provides research
and information, and provides a
forum for exchanges of informa-
tion and experiences on drug
policy activities.

The Rome Consensus is articu-
lated in regional initiatives to
tackle the specificities of each
geographical zone. The Rome
Consensus European initiative
Rome Consensus Europe, is

supported by the European Com-
mission.

The Rome Consensus will be
presented during workshop on
youth and drugs on 25 of June
and during a roundtable on
humanitarian drug policy on Sat-
urday 27 June. For more infor-
mation contact Diana Copper
copper@romeconsensus.net.

The Raid Cross

After the experience of the last
two years, this year as well,
thanks to a partnership with the
French Red Cross, which will
participate in the events of Solf-
erino and is coordinating a task
force of facilitators who will
manage the activity, a series of
sessions of Raid Cross have
been organized. The activity,
facilitated in English, French and
Spanish, will take place every
day during the events and all
volunteers are invited to partici-
pate. The Raid Cross is an activ-

ity using International Humani-
tarian Law as an instrument for
encouraging more extensive
thought about human behaviour.
It focuses on the protection of
life and human dignity in war-
time and, more generally, in all
the experiences of daily life.

It consists of a series of “posts,”
or stations, designed to increase
understanding of the humanitar-
ian issues involved in conflict
situations. Raid Cross thereby
helps create the mentality of a
“citizen of the world”, it provides
information about rights and it
underscores the importance of
rules in situations of daily life.
The purpose of Raid Cross is to
make adolescents aware of the
reality of armed conflict and
humanitarian action, thus giving
them tools for interpreting events,
the news, and violence in gen-
eral.

Humanitarian action and Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law are “dis-
ciplines” that are more accessible
to adolescents through practical
demonstrations, learning “by
example” and play. In the course
of the activity, participants suc-
cessively play the roles of prison-
ers, civilians, soldiers, humanitar-
ian workers, thereby discovering,
from different perspectives, what
the difficulties of life in conflict
situations are really like and the
rules that govern these extreme
situations.
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